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vΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
its LGB?
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Google Maps



LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ

ÅArea: 8,019-8,522 sqmi
ïNew Jersey: 8,722 sqmi

ÅIsraeli Population: 8.67 million
ïNew York City: 8.41 million

ï70.48% Jewish

ï20.8% Arab

ï4.4% Other (non-!Ǌŀō /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ .ŀƘŀΩƛΣ etc)

ÅPalestinian Population: 4.7 million
ï2.9 million Palestinians in West Bank

ï1.8 million Palestinians in Gaza Strip.

²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀ όнлмтύΦ άLǎǊŀŜƭέ



ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ !ŎŎŜǇǘ 
IƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΚέ

United States

Yes
60%

No
33%

n/a
7%

tŜǿ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ όнлмоύΦ ά¢ƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ 5ƛǾƛŘŜ ƻƴ IƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅέ

Israel

Yes
40%

No
47%

n/a
13%



LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ [D. wƛƎƘǘǎ

Israel USA
мфрлΩǎ ςGovernmentpolicyquietly 

categorizeshomosexualityas a harmless 
άǇǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎέ

мфрлΩǎ ςThe lavender scare associated 
homosexuality with communism and cost 

tens of thousands of jobs

1988ςAll consensual adult intimacy 
legalized in legislature

2002 ςAll consensual adult intimacy 
legalized inSupreme Court

1993 ςLGB Israeli soldiers may openly 
serve

1993 ς5ƻƴΩǘ !ǎƪΣ5ƻƴΩǘ ¢Ŝƭƭ

1992 ςEmployment discrimination 
prohibited on the grounds of sexual 

orientation

1998 ςFederal discrimination enacted by 
executive order (congressional law 

detained in 2015)

1994 ςCommon Law Marriage 2014ςMarriage Equality

2012 ς¢Ŝƭ !ǾƛǾ ǾƻǘŜŘ άōŜǎǘ Ǝŀȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴGayCities.comvote

2012 ςNYC came in second place



ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ !ŎŎŜǇǘ 
IƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΚέ

Secular Jewish

26%

74%

Traditional, 
Orthodox, 

Ultra-Orthodox

tŜǿ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ όнлмоύΦ ά¢ƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ 5ƛǾƛŘŜ ƻƴ IƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅέ

2%

98%

Israeli Muslim

61%

39%

Yes No/No Answer



Shilo& Savaya(2012)

ÅIn a group of 461 self-identified Israeli LGB 
youths, religiosity correlated with:

ïMore internalized homophobia

ïLess self-disclosure

ïLess acceptance and support from family and 
friends.

Shilo& Savaya(2012). Mental Health of Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Youth and Young Adults: Differential Effects of Age, 
Gender, Religiosity, and Sexual Orientation. Journal of Research on Adolescence



Saewyc(2011)

ÅRejected sexual minority youth reported 
significantly higher rates of:

ïDepression

ïIllicit drug youth

ïUnsafe sex practices

ïVoluntary/forced homelessness

ïSuicide attempts.

Saewyc, E. M. (2011). Research on adolescent sexual orientation: Development, health disparities, stigma, and 
resilience. Journal of Research on Adolescence.



Wright & Stern (2016)

Participants = 109 self-identified LGB adults 
(females = 54.1%)

Wright & Stern (2016). The role of spirituality in sexual minority identity. Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Diversity.



2005

Left to right: Cleric Abdel Salem Menasra, 
Archbishop Aristarchos, Patriarch Michel 
Sabbah, Archbishop Aristarchos, Sephardic 
chief Rabbi ShlomoAmar, Ashkenazic chief 
Rabbi Yehuda Metzger 
(not pictured: Sheik Abdel Aziz Bukhari)



LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ [D.

ÅMostly good

ÅDepends on community

ÅDisparity between law and cultural impact

ÅMore conservative communities have more 
problematic relationships.

Saewyc, E. M. (2011). Research on adolescent sexual orientation: Development, health disparities, stigma, and 
resilience. Journal of Research on Adolescence.



Q: What is Orthodox Judaism, and 
how does it look at LGB issues?



Israeli Judaism

Secular
49% of Israeli Jews

40% of Israeli Adults

Traditional/Orthodox
42% of Israeli Jews

33% of Israeli Adults

Ultra-Orthodox
9% of Israeli Jews

8% of Israeli Adults



Orthodox Observance

ÅOrthodoxy is predominantly defined by laws (e.g., 
Sabbath & kosher)

ÅLaw as source of ethics
ïά!ƴ intelligent person must find comfort, warmth, and 

a sense of fulfillment in the law. A sense of pleasure 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻǊƳΦέ ςR. Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik

ÅDedication to scholarship
ïάaŀȅ L ōŜ ƎǊŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ 
ŀǊŜ ǿƛǎŜΣ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘέ όtǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
children)

ÅSkepticism towards non-Torah scholarship



Orthodox Culture: Collectivism

ÅLike many conservative cultures, Orthodoxy is 
interpersonal
ïPublic life event rituals (e.g., brit milah, wedding, baby 

naming, shiva)

ïTraditional family structure

ïάChildren are happinessέ

ÅIt is also collectivistic
ïCommunity members are judged partly in terms of their 

ability to maintain the standards of the community

ïά!ƴƴǳƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Iƛǎ ώDƻŘΩǎϐ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
annul their will before yours. Hillel said: be sure to never 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ όAvoth2:4).



Orthodox Culture: Gender

ÅThe traditional family 
as a community 
activity

ÅInteraction but 
separation of sexes

ÅDefined dress, 
behavior, roles for 
each sex, often 
codified into ritual

ÅOf course, all  this is 
prescriptive not 
descriptive



Orthodoxy in a Nutshell

Law oriented

Skepticism towards conventional 
sources of legitimacy

Community oriented

Collectivistic morality

Saewyc, E. M. (2011). Research on adolescent sexual orientation: Development, health disparities, stigma, and 
resilience. Journal of Research on Adolescence.

ÅάLŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ 
as with a woman, both of 
them have committed an 
abomination; they shall 
surely be put to death; their 
ōƭƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ ς
Leviticus, 20:13

ÅάThere is no proof that 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΦέ

ÅLimited access by single-sex 
couples

Åά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚέΦ



.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊΚ



Q: How Do You Change A Culture?
~ or ~

How Do You Build Bridges With 
tŜƻǇƭŜ ²Ƙƻ 5ƻƴΩǘ Agree with You?



Changing a Culture Through 
Identity

ÅShared-identity politics

ïFrom fighting for the right to be different towards 
fighting for the right to be the same

Åά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ L ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘέ

ÅSpeaking with identifiable language

ïMaking space for contradictions in identity
ÅάThe excess for which some people judge gays is the product not of 
ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ōǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƳƻǇƘƻōƛŀΧ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 
certainty do not know the geography of my soulΦέ όWŀȅ Michaelson
God vs Gay?)

ïFrom abstract groups to concrete individuals.







Changing a Culture Through 
Scholarship

ÅLimiting scope of halakha[law]

ïBiblical verse only about male anal sex

ÅHalakhic[legal] ideals to conventional 
community values

ïSpeaking less about sex and more about love

ïSpeaking less about rights and more about values

ïHillel said: be sure to never separate yourself from 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ όAvoth2:4).



Changing a Culture Through 
Scholarship

Once, Rabbi Simon son of Elazarfrom MigdalGedurwas 
ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǊŀōōƛΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŘƻƴƪŜȅΣ ǘǊƻǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ 
the edge of the river. He was very happy, and filled with 
pride for he learned much Torah. A man happened upon 
him who was incredibly ugly.

άIŜƭƭƻΣ wŀōōƛΗέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǇƭȅΦ

LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ wŀōōƛ {ƛƳƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƳȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ǳƎƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ƛǎΗ ¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜΣ 
ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǳƎƭȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΚέ

¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άL Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ Dƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ 
ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ΨƘƻǿ ǳƎƭȅ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƳŀŘŜΦΩέ ό¢ŀΩŀƴƛǘƘ, 20a).



Changing a Culture Through 
Bridge-Building: Shoval

ÅSetting
ïTwo facilitators
ï45 min: personal stories
ï45 min: discussion

ÅLocation 
ïSchool
ïCommunity centers
ïClinics

ÅScope
ï50 per year
ï6 conferences
ï1,200 participants .

4/2/2017 413f67ce44f164j761f415j9ihe7i9g1i7je554-¿×2.ÈifÅ (511û346)

jm̧i:///YÊiÆÊ/fiÂjoeË~/DiÊoËÄÅ/413f67ce44f164j761f415j9ihe7i9g1i7je554-¿×2.ÈifÅ 1/1

ά¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
more science but just more humane and charitable recognition of our right to differ from one anotherΦέ 

-Iris Murdoch, The Moral Decision of Homosexuality (1964)



Changing a Culture Through 
Bridge-Building

ÅFrom educating people to dialoguing with them

ïPresuming good intentions

ïPresuming thoughtful discourse

ïStands by right to respectfully disagree.



Costs of Bridge-Building

ÅMain cost: compromise

ïRisk of apologetics

ïAccepting differences of 
opinion and phrasing

ÅSecondary cost: patience

ïSuccessive approximation.

[Second Passover ςmaking space!]



2016


