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A Area: 8,0198,522sqmi

I New Jersey: 8,72&gmi
A Israeli Population: 8.67 million

I New York City: 8.41 million

I 70.48% Jewish

I 20.8% Arab

i 4.4% Other (noh NI} 0 / KN &efich | y & =
A Palestinian Population: 4.7 million

I 2.9 million Palestinians in West Bank

I 1.8 million Palestinians in Gaza Strip.

2 AT ALISRALF OHT



United States |srael

/| SYGSNI 6HnAMOU @



LaN} $f Qa [ D. o=

M p p qGogernmentpolicy quietly M  p qiTR&lavender scare associated
categorizefhiomosexualityas a harmless homosexuality with communism and co
GLIEEOKALF UONRO Af f yiersaftéhousands of jobs

1988¢ All consensual adult intimacy 2002¢ All consensual adult intimacy
legalized in legislature legalized irSupreme Court
1993¢ LGB Israeli soldiers may openly 1993¢5 2 Y Qb 2lyaQiz ¢ St f
serve

1992¢ Employment discrimination 1998¢ Federal discrimination enacted b

prohibited on the grounds of sexual executive order (congressional law
orientation detained in 2015)
1994¢ Common Law Marriage 2014¢ Marriage Equality

2012¢¢ St ! A QO @2 0SR @ 2052 NYCRdme in Sedndiface
RS 4 U A Y IGayKifley.éomdtey



Traditional,

Secular Jewish Orthodox,
Ultra-Orthodox

B No/No Answer
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AIn a group of 461 selflentified Israeli LGB
youths, religiosity correlated with:
I More internalized homophobia
| Less seitlisclosure

I Less acceptance and support from family and
friends.

Shilo& Savay42012). MentaHealth of Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Youth and Young Adults: Differential Effects of
Gender, Religiosity, and Sex@aientation.Journal of Research on Adolescence



A Rejected sexual minority youth reported
significantly higher rates of:
I Depression
I lllicit drug youth
I Unsafe sex practices
I Voluntary/forced homelessness
I Suicide attempts.

SaewycE. M. (2011). Research on adolescent sexual orientation: Development, health disparities, stigma, and
resilience Journal of Research éwolescence
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Participants = 109 selfientified LGB adults

(females = 54.1%)

p=.134
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Figure 2. Summary of direct and indirect effects of spirituality and heter-
onormativity on negative identity. B = B regression coefficient. ™ p < .001.

Wright & Stern (2016). The role of spirituality in sexual minority idergy.chology of Sexual Orientation and Gende
Diversity.
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Left to right: Cleric Abdel Salelhenasra
ArchbishopAristarchos Patriarch Michel
Sabbah ArchbishopAristarchosSephardic
chief RabbEhlomoAmar, Ashkenazic chief
Rabbi Yehuda Metzger
(not pictured:Sheik Abdel AzRukhari)
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Clerics Fighting a
Gay Festival for
Jerusalem

By LAURIE GOODSTEIN and GREG MYRE MARCH 31. 2005



A Mostly good
A Depends on community
A Disparity between law and cultural impact

A More conservative communities have more
problematic relationships.

SaewycE. M. (2011). Research on adolescent sexual orientation: Development, health disparities, stigma, and
resilience Journal of Research éwolescence
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Q: What Iis Orthodox Judaism, anc




Secular Traditional/Orthodox Ultra-Orthodox
49% of Israeli Jews 42% of Israeli Jews 9% of Israeli Jews
40% of Israeli Adults 33% of Israeli Adults 8% of Israeli Adults
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A Orthodoxy is predominantly defined by laws (e.g.
Sabbath & kosher)

A Law as source of ethics

i a ! igtelligent person must find comfort, warmth, and
a sense of fulfillment in thw. A sense of pleasure
Ydzad ©0S RSNAOJSR T R.BogepFRiz
Soloveitchik

A Dedication to scholarship
idalé& L 0S 3IANFOSR gAlU
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children)
A Skepticism towards nemorah scholarship
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A Like many conservative cultures, Orthoddasy
iInterpersonal

I Public life event rituals (e.dorit milah, wedding, baby
naming,shivg

I Traditional familystructure
i oChildren are happiness
A It is also collectivistic

I Community members are judged partly in terms of their
ability to maintain the standards of the community

id yydzZ @2dz2NJ gAff O0STF2NB | A
annul their will before yours. Hillel said: be sure to never
aSLI NI OS e2dzNhR St T ABINRAY € 2
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A The traditional family
as a community
activity

A Interaction but
separation of sexes

A Defined dress,
behavior, roles for
each sex, often
codified into ritual

A Of course, all this is
prescriptive not
descriptive




Law oriented AaLFT | YIyYy tAS
as with a woman, both of
them have committed an
abomination; they shall
surely be put to death; their
0of 22R Aa qzLlZ2y
Leviticus, 20:13

Skepticism towards conventional A dThere js no proof that _{

sources of legitimacy O2YUOSNRAZY UK
w2NJ] OUKLOG Aay
AV T2NYSROE

Community oriented A Limited access by singéex
Collectivisti lit couples
oliecuvistiC morality A(rxz KI (i I ()2dzu é

SaewycE. M. (2011). Research on adolescent sexual orientation: Development, health disparities, stigma, and
resilience Journal of Research éwolescence
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Q: How Do You Change A Culture




A Sharedidentity politics

I From fightingor the right to be different towards
fighting for the right to be thesame
Aad. SOl dzaS UKl 0Qa K2g L gl a
A Speaking with identifiable language

I Making space for contradictions in identity

A dThe excess for which some people judge gays is the product not c
K2Y2aSEdzZ f AGé odzi 2F K2Y2LIK20 7
certainty do not know the geography of my sbél MidhkeBon
God vs G&)

I From abstract groups to concreiiedividuals
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A Limiting scope ofialakha[law]
I Biblical verse only about male anal sex

A Halakhidlegal] ideals to conventional
community values
I Speaking less about sex and more about love
i Speaking less about rights and more about values

I Hillel said: be sure to never separate yourself from
& 2dzNJ O2 YAWalhZ:A)i & ¢ 6



Once, Rabbi Simon sonklazarfrom Migdal Gedurwas
NARAY3I FNRY KAA NIOOAQaA K
the edge of the river. He was very happy, and filled with
pride for he learned much Torah. A man happened upor
him who was incredibly ugly.
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G¢eREOGEA 6KAOK gAff OdzNE GKAA LINB2dzRAOS 06St 2y =
more science but just more humane and charitable recognition of our right to differ from one adather
-IrisMurdoch, The Moral Decision dtfomosexuality (1964)

A Setting
I Two facilitators
I 45 min: personal stories
I 45 min: discussion
A Location
I School
I Community centers
I Clinics
A Scope
I 50 per year
I 6 conferences
I 1,200 participants




A Fromeducatingpeople todialoguingwith them
I Presuming good intentions
I Presuming thoughtful discourse
I Stands by right to respectfully disagree.



A Main cost: compromise
I Risk of apologetics

I Accepting differences of |
opinion and phrasing w2 T 2R D0 RS B A

A Secondary cost: patience |
I Successive approximation. o‘%e‘O'
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